Braehead School
Newsletter

Wow! Can you believe we are nearly at the end of our first term already!
What a busy and eventful term we have had!
We ran our annual Coffee Morning on 29 September in aid of
Macmillan Cancer Support. The whole school contributed in different ways from shopping, baking, setting up the hall and helping on
the day .
We were overwhelmed by the amount of support we received from
you all—from those who helped with baking, came along to the café,
helped out on the day and of course for all the cash donations.
The grand total now sits at over

£641.01

It is always wonderful to see the support that these events bring to the school it is such an achievement.

NSPCC—Speak Out Stay Safe
Once again this year, we were pleased to host NSPCC who
delivered an assembly and offered workshops for our older
classes. Their role is to share messages with pupils to help
keep them safe and give them the confidence to speak out.

If you would like further information, check
out: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-we-do/
what-we-stand-for/

A little reminder… parents have asked to share a birthday cake with their child’s classmates in the past; while this is permitted please do not feel obligated. If you
do take one in, we ask that it is pre-cut into the appropriate number of
pieces and napkins included for distributing the pieces please.

Old Pound Coins

Please be aware that old £1
coins will not be accepted as
legal tender in school after
15th October.
If you have any old coins
please take them to your local
bank and they will exchange
them for new ones.

Disabled Parking Spaces
We are very fortunate to have two disabled bays at Braehead School. We have
parents and children who need to use
these spaces. We would be grateful if
you could not park in these spaces unless
you are able to display a current Disabled
Badge.

We are very fortunate to have a very
large car park at
Braehead School.
Please also remember
to not park in the
drop off zones.
Thank you.

The Road Safety Magic Show
Primary 1 - 4 had a great time at the Road Safety Magic Show! It was a super way to reinforce the message about road safety, particularly as we
try to ensure our own school parking areas and
thoroughfares are safe.

Security
Just a wee reminder that if you wish to speak with your child’s class teacher then can we please ask
that you come to the school office in the first instance. There have been
several occasions since the beginning of term that parents are coming in through the back door and
heading into the classroom areas up and down the stairs.
Teaching staff are always very busy first thing in the morning and at the end of the day getting
prepared for the day ahead so it is really important that you go to the school
office where Alison can arrange for you to meet / speak with the teacher.
Thank you in advance for your support with this.

Assembly Masterclasses
This year we are trialling something new and have invited pupils to deliver a masterclass
assembly to the school. There has been a lot of interest for the few slots we have available. Our first masterclass assembly was delivered by Lilly and Lola from P6 and they presented on
dance. The girls did particularly well considering our technology in the hall decided not to cooperate. We even got a chance to learn a dance! There will be a few more masterclasses throughout
the year on different topics.
We welcome the children using this opportunity to apply their
skills and knowledge and admire the demonstrate their confidence in presenting to the whole school.

Highlight of the Week
The morning nursery boys and girls have been learning about houses and
homes and what better way to do this than by walking about in our community.
It was a great opportunity to explore shape, number, reading signs and following directions. Well done everybody!

Volunteer Readers
Last session we had family members from P1 to P3 volunteer to
read to their child’s class at the beginning of the school day - 9am for
around 10 or 15 minutes. This was a very successful initiative and the
children were particularly proud to read with their parents. We would
love to welcome volunteers again to share their enthusiasm and enjoyment
of reading this session. If you are interested in participating please
email the school at braehead@aberdeencity.gov.uk and we will arrange a
date with you.

Thanks for your consideration!

Pupil Working Groups
At the beginning of this session every single pupil from P1-P7 was allocated to a new Pupil Working Group. There
are 7 different groups which all aim to develop some aspect of our school and give each child the opportunity to
lead and develop change. The various groups are:

A new group-this group will be responsible for looking at our
learning contexts, our learning journeys and will
become ‘techsperts’ so each class can have children
as mentors to help other children.

These two groups have
joined together this
year as there are many
links between the two
areas.

Staffing—A few updates…

We are so pleased to welcome Ms Paula Baxter back to her post as Braehead’s Depute
Head Teacher on October 31st.
After the October holidays, Mrs Mundie is reducing her teaching hours. She will be teaching P3 on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning until lunch. Ms Baxter, our Depute Head Teacher will
share the class with Mrs Mundie. Ms Baxter will teach P3 Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and
Friday. Mrs Mundie and Ms Baxter will work together to ensure a smooth transition for the pupils.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Miss Michie for all her hard work
and commitment to Braehead in the post of Acting Depute Head Teacher.
Miss Michie will continue to teach in P2 on Monday and P7 on Tuesday. During the remainder of the
week, Miss Michie will be teaching in our nursery.
If you have any queries about any of the above please do not hesitate to get in touch.

What have we been up to?......
Each class has once again been posting to our school website and will
continue to do so throughout the year.
Please have a look!

http://braehead.aberdeen.sch.uk/
Next term, we will update our website feature of
A Day in the Life at Braehead to:

A Day in the Life at Braehead—Pupil Pride Edition
On Fridays, P7 pupils will interview pupils about their successes and the things they are proud of—inside
and outside of school. If you have something you are proud of your child for and would like it included in
this feature, please let us know! Our P7 class will be organising this feature and applying their literacy
and digital skills as they create a video for the website. Stay tuned!

Book Fair
The Book Fair has been in school again this week and the children have enjoyed browsing and purchasing
books.
We are delighted that a grand total of £791.11 was spent on books. We receive 50%
commission which will allow us to purchase books to be used throughout the school.
Thank you to everyone for your contributions!

Sparkle Afternoon
This year the parent group have decided to try something a little different at the Christmas Fayre and invite
more stall holders to participate as well as create more room.
Therefore, when you come for our school’s sparkle afternoon on November 16th, you may take away the item
you make with your child on the afternoon for a small amount. Some parents have expressed frustration in
the past, attending the fair to purchase their child’s item and it had already been purchased already.
We still hope you will support the Parent Group Christmas Fayre. While the class items may
not be for sale, there will be more stalls and we anticipate some classes will be making
games to have a go at during the evening.
We welcome your thoughts on this change for the future sparkle afternoons and Christmas
Fayres.
There will be more information to follow.

Event Reminder
Date

Time

Thursday
2nd November
Thursday
16th November

Event
Nursery—P3 - 5.45—6.45 p.m. ?
P4-P7

2.00—3.00 pm

Friday
24th November

7.00—8.00 p.m. ?

Sparkle Afternoon and Dress Down Day for Chocolate or a Bottle
(items for Christmas Fayre)
Dress Down Day

Tuesday
28th November

6.30 p.m.

Christmas Fayre

Wednesday
13th December

12.20 pm

Pupil’s Christmas Lunch (Details will follow)

Monday
18th December

Afternoon

Infant’s Christmas Party (P1-3) Pupils can take their
party clothes with them to change into after lunch.

Tuesday
19th December

Afternoon

Senior’s Christmas Party (P4-7) Pupils can take their
party clothes with them to change into after lunch.

Wednesday
20th December

Afternoon

P1-7 to Aladdin Pantomime at His Majesty’s Theatre,
Union Terrace—further details to follow

Thursday
21st December

9.30 a.m.

Christmas Church Service

Friday
22nd December

Dress Down Day

School Holiday Dates
Session 2017-2018
Term 1



Term ends Friday 13th October, 2017

Term 2



Term begins Monday 30th October, 2017



In-Service Day—Friday 17th November, 2017 school closed to pupils



Term ends Friday 22nd December, 2017

Term 3



Term begins Monday 8th January, 2018



Mid Term Monday 12th February, 2018



In-Service Days—Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th February, 2018 school closed to pupils



Term ends Thursday 29th March, 2018

Term 4



Term begins Monday 16th April, 2018



May Day Monday 7th May, 2018



In-service Day—Tuesday 8th May, 2018 school closed to pupils



Term ends Friday 6th July, 2018



Term begins Tuesday 21st August, 2018 (Staff return Monday 20th)

