
 

 

        Big Maths 

Information for Parents and Carers 

Empowering children to raise standards through 

fun and engaging activities 

What is ‘Big Maths’? 
 

Big Maths is an approach to the teaching of mental mathematics in primary 

schools. This begins in Nursery with ‘Little Big Maths’. 

 

Big Maths develops the relationship between core numeracy, which includes the  

4 essential elements (known as CLIC) which lead to a person becoming 

numerate, and outer numeracy which is the use of core numeracy across the rest 

of the maths curriculum. 

 

CLIC 

Counting 
 

Learn Its 
 

It's Nothing New! 
 

Calculations 
 

As it is important for all children to make progress in all 4 core elements, 'Big 

Maths’ involves teaching through the CLIC phases every day in a fun, engaging 

and lively manner. 

Why ‘Big Maths’? 
 

• To use resources and techniques that will increase levels of enjoyment 

and engagement in numeracy.  

• To provide practical, child-friendly methods for strengthening 

mathematical thinking and more opportunities for discussion and 

dialogue. 

 

 

 



Core Numeracy First 
 

If we want children to ‘use and apply’ their numeracy successfully, then we 

need to get them numerate first! 

 

Then Outer Numeracy 
 

Once a child has a numerate ability, then we can easily get them to use it in 

context. E.g. If a child knows 30 + 40, then 30cm + 40cm is easy! 

 

How Does ‘Big Maths’ Work? 
 

During the week, children will complete a range of mental maths activities. 

Children may work across different age groups to target individual needs. 

These include learning jingles, problem-solving and quick-fire questions. 

 

The Total Recall and CLIC Challenges 
 

These are weekly tests. The aim of Total Recall (known as Beat That!) is to 

write down the answers of their Learn Its within a set time. This allows 

children to assess their own recall speed and accuracy in a way that is full of 

self-improvement and fun! Once children have scored 10 out of 10 in three 

consecutive weeks then they have their time reduced. The CLIC challenge is an 

assessment of core numeracy. Learners are motivated to improve their core 

skills by repetition and by focussing on specific areas they 

themselves find difficult. 

Counting 
 

Children will count forwards, backwards, in steps of 2, 3, 4, 5, 

10 or 25 and read and write numbers and their multiples. When 

practising counting at home with your children, make sure you 

go backwards and forwards. Don’t always start at 0 – make 

sure they can count on from 75 to 106, for example. 
 

Learn Its 
 

Learn Its are addition facts and times table facts. 

There are 72 Learns Its in total - 

36 addition Learn Its 

36 multiplication Learn Its. 

 

These are facts that children need to learn off by heart, so when they are asked’ 

‘What is 6+4?’ they are able to give the answer as quickly as they would be able 

to tell you their name. As soon as they know 3x5=15, they also know 5x3=15. 

This is known as a ‘Switcher’. 

 

 

 



‘Learn Its’ Progression 
 

Step Addition Learn Its Multiplication Learn Its 
15  x12 Table 

14  x11 Table 

13  The 6 Fact Challenge 

12  x8 Table 

11  x4 Table 

10  x3Table 

9 5+9, 6+9, 7+9, 5+7, 5+8, 6+8 x2 Table 

8 4+5, 5+6, 6+7, 7+8, 8+9 x5 Table 

7 3+8, 3+9, 4+7, 4+8, 4+9 x10 Table 

6 6+6, 7+7, 8+8, 9+9 Multiples of 2 (in Counting) 

5 4+2, 5+2, 6+2, 7+2, 9+2,4+3, 5+3, 6+3  

4 2+8, 3+7, 4+6 Multiples of 5 (in Counting) 

3 1+2, 2+3 Multiples of 10 (in Counting) 

2 3+3, 4+4, 5+5  

1 1+1, 2+2  

 

Step Nursery – My Body Learn Its 
5 5 finger + 5 fingers make 10 fingers 

4 I have 10 fingers 

3 My hand has 5 fingers 

2 I have 1 head 

1 I have 2 hands 

 

At Nursery there is a daily input for Little Big Maths with a focus on the Learn 

Its and basic counting skills. This is all done through games and songs. 

 

Your child’s teacher will select the Learn Its for your child to work on. Please 

work at home to make sure they really do know their Learn Its and their 

Switchers with INSTANT RECALL (no fingers!) 
  

You can help your child to improve their scores by asking them to give you 

instant responses to their Learn Its while at home, on the journey to school and 

throughout the day at weekends. Little and very often is the key to success so 

that the information enters their long term memory. 

 

It's Nothing New! 
 

This is the most important aspect of CLIC as it helps children to make 

connections in their learning. 5 things and 3 things are always 8 things. When 

we then change the ‘thing’ to tens children can realise that 5 tens + 3 tens = 8 

tens and therefore 500 + 300 = 800 etc. It’s nothing new! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This message that there is ‘no new maths’ is a critical part of making children 

conscious of the learning process and to build their confidence.   

 

Pim the Alien is used to reinforce this message. 

 

Strange phrases such as ‘Jigsaw Numbers’, ‘Smile Multiplication’ and ‘Where’s 

Mully?’ are all part of this section of Big Maths. 

 

Jigsaw numbers are a way of 

adding pairs of numbers to equal 

100 or pairs of decimals to equal 

1.0 etc. 

 

Smile Multiplication is used 

for multiplying multiples of 

10. e.g. 30 x 80 

 

‘Where’s Mully?’ is a game that is played to help children master division, 

which is traditionally the most challenging of the four operations. He hides 

behind numbers in a number square and the children have to find him.  

 

E.g. He’s hiding behind the 

biggest multiple of 3 

without going over 40.   

– He’s on 39! 
 

Calculations 
 

This aspect of CLIC is when the teacher will work on developing the class’ 

progress and understanding of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 

Big Maths clearly maps out which steps children should do in a clear order and 

helps teachers to identify where to go back to if a child is struggling. 

 

How can you help? 
 

Big Maths is a very useful tool to help children become numerate… but we still 

need your support at home. 
 

Help your child practice their Learn Its – a few minutes a day is all you need. 

Insist that numbers are written the correct way round. 

Congratulate your child if their Big Maths score goes up. 

Help make maths a positive experience. 

 


