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24 February 2015 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Braehead School and Nursery Class 
Aberdeen City Council 
 
In December 2013, HM Inspectors published a letter on your child’s school.  
Recently, as you may know, we visited the school again.  During our visit, we talked 
to children and worked closely with the headteacher and staff.  We heard from the 
headteacher and other staff how the school has continued to improve.  We looked at 
particular areas that had been identified in the original inspection and at other 
aspects of the school’s work, as proposed by the headteacher.  As a result, we were 
able to find out how well children are now learning and achieving and how the school 
is continuing to support them to do their best.  This letter sets out what we found. 
 
How well do children learn and achieve? 
 
Staff at Braehead School have transformed the learning environment and improved 
children’s achievement significantly.  Children are now confident learners who are 
motivated to take responsibility for their learning and proud to share their 
achievements.  We found lessons at all stages to be enjoyable, practical and 
challenging.  The tasks that children are given enable them to work independently 
and with others to develop their skills.  They can follow their own interests in 
personal challenges and projects.  For example, one group were developing their 
mathematical skills through designing and building an igloo for younger children.  
Children are becoming very good at using what they have learned in real life, for 
example by running the cafe and organising special events. 
 
Because they are experiencing more stimulating and challenging learning, children 
are achieving higher standards across all curriculum areas.  At the early stages, 
almost all children reach and many exceed the standards of attainment that we 
would expect.  Throughout the school, children build progressively on their skills and 
knowledge.  By P7, there are still some gaps in children’s skills in spelling and 
numeracy.  However, children at this stage are making much better progress than 
previously and are working hard to extend their learning.  Their achievements are 
now more in line with the standard we would expect, particularly in solving 
mathematical problems and in writing. 
 
How well does the school support children to develop and learn? 
 
The school has taken effective steps to develop Curriculum for Excellence.  Staff 
have introduced programmes in all curriculum areas.  These programmes now 
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ensure that children have a broad range of learning opportunities which develop the 
required skills and knowledge over time.  We were impressed by some innovative 
ways in which this learning is planned.  For example, children link their learning in 
different curriculum areas through projects and investigations, and they can apply 
their learning to solve problems and undertake challenges.  Staff should continue to 
involve parents and the local community in developing the curriculum further. 
 
Staff support children well by planning activities which meet their learning needs.  
They identify these needs by monitoring carefully children’s progress in learning.  
Staff have developed their knowledge and understanding of a range of additional 
support needs.  Skilled Pupil Support Assistants are deployed effectively to support 
children’s learning.  As a next step, the school should continue to work with its 
partners to ensure that it is providing the right kind of support for every child. 
 
How well does the school improve the quality of its work? 
 
Senior managers and staff have worked together as a team, and have made 
considerable improvement to the quality of education at Braehead School.  The 
quality of teaching has improved significantly, and staff are now well informed, 
confident and evaluative.  They have rigorous systems in place to ensure that the 
standards and quality of the school’s work continue to improve.  The headteacher 
and depute headteacher have provided high-quality leadership for change.  They are 
very highly regarded by staff, pupils and parents and have a set out a clear vision for 
the future.  We also recognised the considerable support given to the school by 
Aberdeen City Council. 
 
What happens next? 
 
We have every confidence that the school will continue to improve under very strong 
leadership.  As a result, we will make no further evaluative visits in connection with 
this inspection.  During the inspection, we identified aspects of innovative practice 
which we would like to explore further.  We shall work with the school and Aberdeen 
City Council to record the innovative practice and share it more widely. 
 
 
 
 
Jacqueline Sinclair  
HM Inspector  
 
 
If you would like to receive this letter in a different format, for example, in a 
translation please contact the administration team on the above telephone number. 
 
If you want to give us feedback or make a complaint about our work, please contact 
us by telephone on 0141 282 5000, or e-mail: 
complaints@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk or write to us addressing your letter to the 
Complaints Manager, Denholm House, Almondvale Business Park, Livingston 
EH54 6GA. 


